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CORACLES  &  OIL DRUM RAFT 
      Here are three different types of water-borne pioneering. 

 

The first is the Coracle made from green wood and covered with light 

canvas. This is a one-man effort. I do not pretend that it is easy to make, 

and it is not a thing to hurry.  Note that the framework is laid out on the 

ground. Experience has shown that this is the best way of doing it. If you 

try to do it in a workshop you get so many slaps across the face from 

jumping sticks that you will probably give up in despair. 

Second is the Coracle built from sticks and a 

groundsheet. (See sketch) You will find it necessary 

to use a large groundsheet, the tent type rather than a personal one. Buoyancy is given to the coracle by tightly packed 

brushwood. Again, we suggest you make the brushwood circle on the ground and the picket method illustrated is very 

satisfactory. When fixing the groundsheet make sure that the eyelets come on the inside and that the Scout using the coracle 

is barefoot. 

Finally, and most elaborate, is another Oil Drum Raft. (See sketch) 

What I like about this raft in particular is the effort made to raise 

the deck well above the water line. There is a lot of work in this 

structure, enough to keep the whole Patrol busy for a morning. You 

could, of course, add a rudder and it would be sensible to have a 

paddle to keep you out of trouble. All you need now, therefore, is 

‘a nice day for a sail’. 
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